
What is SAS® 9.2? 

SAS 9.2 is the latest release of SAS soft-
ware. It provides the core components  
of the SAS Business Analytics Frame-
work, enabling you to meet evolving 
business needs with a world-class array 
of technology and powerful analytics.  
It delivers the value you expect from  
SAS and helps you optimize and  
transform your organization. 

Why is SAS® 9.2 important? 

SAS 9.2 brings a wealth of new capabili-
ties and delivers a wide range of benefits 
for both business users and IT depart-
ments. SAS 9.2 helps business users gain 
insights that are often hidden in data so 
they can reach evidence-based decisions 
with confidence. For IT, this release helps 
ease integration with existing IT infrastruc-
tures, and helps IT deploy, manage and 
scale the SAS environment to efficiently 
meet organizational needs.

For whom is SAS® 9.2 designed?

It is designed for analysts, researchers 
and executives in both the private and 
public sectors, as well as SAS program-
mers and IT staff members who are 
responsible for installing, deploying, 
managing and delivering data integration, 
analytics and reporting products and 
services to their organizations.

SAS® 9.2 Software

Enabling more proactive and effective decision making 

For more than 30 years, organizations 

worldwide have turned to SAS to help 

them gain information and intelligence. 

Now, SAS 9.2 gives customers more 

power and flexibility than ever before. 

This new release helps organizations 

gain the value they expect from SAS 

with even more ease. SAS 9.2 helps 

transform organizations by delivering: 

•	 Collaborative	data	integra-
tion.	Enhancements to SAS Data 
Integration help organizations seeking 
to efficiently wring more value from 
all their data sources and streamline 
the design process. Enhanced perfor-
mance tuning and monitoring, alerts, 
easier debugging, automated recom-
mendations and a more intuitive GUI 
are among the new capabilities that 
provide improved cross-enterprise 
collaboration, ease of use and 
increased processing speed. 

•	 Advanced	analytics. Customers 
can analyze and visualize data in 
more ways than ever with hundreds 
of enhancements to SAS Analytics 
products, including new algorithms, 
improved modeling capabilities, easy-
to-use production quality graphics, 
enhanced data and process visualiza-
tion, and the ability to process large, 
complex data sets faster. Advanced 
analytics allow organizations to pre-
dict future behavior and seize possi-
bilities ahead of their competitors. 

•	 Extended	use	of	evidence-based	
decisions.	Reporting enhancements 
expand information use to a wider 
community within an enterprise, pro-
moting a culture of fact-based deci-
sion making. With new features such 
as Microsoft SharePoint integration, 
high-impact and engaging Adobe 
Flash-based interactivity and other 
user-centric capabilities, more valu-

able intelligence is available to users 
within familiar environments. This is 
achieved with less administration 
overhead and reduced reliance on IT 
or other support organizations.

•	 Enterprise-class	software	improve-

ments	for	IT. To help IT handle 

growing demands and make the 

SAS environment easier to manage, 

SAS 9.2 brings important enhance-

ments, such as a new wizard-based 

interface, to streamline the deploy-

ment and configuration process and 

comprehensive logging and monitor-

ing capabilities. SAS 9.2 also takes 

advantage of standards for systems 

management, security and change 

management.

Key benefits

•	 Address	specific	problems	with	
greater	precision	and	confidence.	
SAS 9.2 supports the entire analysis 
process — from data access to the 
point of decision — however varied or 
complex. A wide range of data inte-
gration techniques empowers orga-
nizations to collect, classify, process, 
analyze and interpret data to reveal 
new insights. SAS 9.2 advances the 
capabilities of all of the major SAS 
analytical products, including fore-
casting, data mining, optimization and 
model management. SAS Analytics 
provide rapid answers to key busi-
ness questions, allowing decision 
makers to react more quickly to fast-
changing conditions.

•	 Improved	productivity.	SAS 9.2 
delivers new functionality aimed 
directly at speeding up the creation, 
processing and delivery of results. 
These productivity gains apply 
whether the user is in IT handling 
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the installation, configuration and 
management of the software; a data 
integration or data quality steward 
handling data management workflow; 
a user building or navigating reports; 
or a business analyst/statistician 
working in the areas of data and  
text mining or forecasting. 

•	 Effectively	manage	the	SAS	envi-
ronment	to	meet	growing	demand	
for	intelligence.	With SAS 9.2, many 
new capabilities have been added to 
make it easier than ever to get the 

power of SAS up and running and 
keep it running in an optimal manner 
as use increases. Comprehensive 
new logging and management 
functionalities ensure reliability, vis-
ibility and manageability of the SAS 
platform. Server status now can be 
managed from third-party tools, and 
servers can be started and stopped 
in a controlled manner remotely,  
making the SAS environment more 
reliable for business users and easier 
to manage for IT.

Product overview

As information needs grow in complex-
ity, business analytics software should 
not. SAS 9.2 offers an integrated and 
compre hensive framework for fast 
implementation and deployment of 
reports and analyses, enabling 
organizations to quickly achieve optimal 
results. Analytics that previously were 
available only to advanced users now 
can be placed in the hands of all levels 
of decision makers to drive fact-based 
decisions and better results. 

Improved data integration 

With SAS 9.2, data integration develop-
ment and design processes are 
substantially improved. Jobs can be 
developed, maintained and modified 
much faster than before, allowing for 
better resource utilization and better 
service levels to the organization from  
a data integration perspective. You can 
now define components and reuse 
them as needed to streamline the data 
integration process. 

New analytic capabilities

SAS 9.2 advances analytic data 
preparation, model development and 
model deployment capabilities, 
easy-to-use production quality 
graphics and a wealth of enhance-
ments to many existing products and 

New Adobe Flash-based indicators deliver a great deal of interactivity enabling users to 
quickly view and interpret data, and potentially forecasts, over a period of time.



procedures. With SAS 9.2, users will 
have access to more sophisticated 
analyses directly from their interface of 
choice without having to constantly 
seek assistance from IT, which will 
speed up development of analytical 
applications. 

Reporting enhancements

A great deal of effort has gone into 
improving the users’ reporting experi-
ence. Interface enhancements have 
been made to all SAS Business 
Intelligence clients. User interface 
adjustments ensure that individuals can 
get to common tasks faster by 
replacing menus and dialogs with more 
efficient working environments.

More manageability for SAS® processes 
and easier deployment

SAS 9.2 enhances the manageability of 
SAS processes and improves the 
traceability of SAS programs. This 
mechanism offers tremendous value 
for program and batch auditing and 
tuning. With SAS 9.2, customers can 
obtain their software electronically over 
the Internet, providing more distribution 
options. A new SAS Deployment 
Wizard supports a “silent” mode and 
enables replays.

Lower hardware cost and more choices 
with x86/x64 enhanced support

Through increased support for 
x64-based environments, including 
AMD64 (Opteron) from AMD and 
EM64T (Xeon) from Intel, SAS 9.2 
technologies are available as 64-bit 
enabled applications supporting 64-bit 
extended architectures. This enables 
customers to build upon affordable and 
scalable commodity hardware. 

SAS® 9.2 New Key Features
Data integration enhancements
•	 User	interface	improvements:

•	 Tables	can	be	on	the	canvas	more	than	once	(source	and	target).
•	 Persistent	layout	(“sticky	layouts”).
•	 Ability	to	add	Post-it	notes	on	process	flow	diagrams.
•	 Full	undo	to	reverse	an	action,	and	redo	to	reverse	the	undo	operation.
•	 Integrated	and	customized	design-time	checks	for	early	notification	of	potential	problems	as	
you	build	the	process	flow	for	a	job.

•	 New	debugging	capabilities:
•	 Integrated	toolbar	that	includes	the	following	functions:	Run,	Stop,	Run	To/From	Selected	

Transformation,	Step	and	Continue.
•	 Status	indicators	that	identify	complete	and	incomplete	transformations	in	a	job.

•	 New	performance	monitoring	capabilities	to	identify	bottlenecks:
•	 See	real-time	status,	statistics,	warnings	and	errors,	and	new	graphical	performance	charts.

•	 Improvements	in	automated	metadata	mapping	and	propagation.
•	 New	metadata	reporting	features	enable	you	to	generate	reports	and	review	the	metadata	
for	tables	and	jobs	in	a	convenient	format.

•	 Enhanced	support	for	Netezza,	Neoview	and	Teradata.
•	 Improved	support	for	low-impact,	real-time	data	integration	with	Change	Data	Capture	(CDC).	
Integration	with	Oracle,	IBM	DB/2,	Attunity	and	other	third-party	CDC	technologies.

•	 Access	to	the	latest	data	quality	technologies	from	DataFlux,	including	more	real-time	and	Web	
services	support.

Significant analytic capabilities
•	 More	than	200	changes	and	enhancements	to	SAS/STAT®	software,	including:

•	 Production	versions	of	GLIMMIX	(generalized	linear	mixed	models),	GLMSELECT	(large-scale	
variable	selection)	and	QUANTREG	(quantile	regression)	procedures.

•	 Addition	of	Bayesian	analysis	methods	for	several	procedures.	
•	 Enhancements	to	survey	analysis	procedures,	including	new	variance	estimation	methods.	
•	 Addition	of	Zero-Inflated	Poisson	(ZIP)	models	in	the	GENMOD	procedure.	

•	 Updates	to	SAS/ETS®	software,	including:
•	 New	procedures	for	modeling	cross-sectional	time	series	data	and	count	data.
•	 New	ESM	procedure	provides	forecasting	using	exponential	smoothing	models	with		
optimized	smoothing	weights.

•	 Support	for	stochastic	frontier	models.
•	 Many	procedures	now	produce	graphical	output	using	the	SAS	Output	Delivery	System.

•	 Enhancements	to	SAS/OR®	software,	including:
•	 New	OPTMODEL	mathematical	modeling	language.	
•	 New	solvers	for	linear,	integer	and	nonlinear	optimization.	
•	 SAS	Simulation	Studio	(experimental)	for	discrete	event	simulation.	

•	 Enhancements	to	SAS/QC®	software,	including:
•	 Increased	flexibility	for	distribution	fitting	and	enhancements	to	the	ADX	Interface	for		
Design	of	Experiments.

•	 ODS	Graphics	(experimental	in	SAS/QC	9.2)	in	several	procedures.
•	 SAS/IML®	Studio	(formally	known	as	SAS	Stat	Studio)	included	with	SAS/IML	license.

•	 Provides	an	enhanced	programming	environment	for	advanced	statistical	users	who	need	to	
extend	the	functionality	available	in	SAS	analytical	procedures.

•	 Provides	programmable,	dynamically	linked,	interactive	graphics	for	exploratory	analysis.
•	 Statistical	graphics	created	automatically	by	procedures:

•	 ODS	Graphics	utilized	in	more	than	50	Base	SAS,	SAS/STAT,	SAS/ETS	and	SAS/QC		
procedures.	Simple	procedure	options	enable	hundreds	of	new	graphics.

•	 Ability	to	customize	graphs	via	the	underlying	Graph	Template	Language	or	by	utilizing	a	
point-and-click	editor	for	post	hoc	changes.

Continued on next page



SAS ® 9.2 Technical Requirements  

Please note that platforms and 
operating systems listed below are 
generally supported for SAS 9.2. Some 
products may be supported only on a 
subset of these systems. Please check 
respective product fact sheets or Web 
pages for more details.

Client environment

•	Windows	(x86-32):	Windows	XP	
Professional, Windows Vista*

Server environment

•	AIX:	Version	5.3	and	6.1	on	POWER	
architectures

•	HP-UX	PA-RISC:	HP-UX	11iv2	
(11.23),	11iv3	(11.31)

•	HP-UX	Itanium:	HP-UX	11iv2	(11.23),	
11iv3	(11.31)

•	Linux	for	x86	(x86-32):	RHEL	4	and	5,	
SuSE	SLES	9	and	10

•	 	Microsoft	Windows	(x86-32):	
Windows XP Professional, Windows 
Server 2003, Windows Vista*

•		Microsoft	Windows	on	x64	(EM64T/
AMD64): Windows XP Professional 
for x64, Windows Vista* for x64, 
Windows Server 2003 for x64

•	Microsoft	Windows	(on	Itanium):	
Windows Server 2003

•	Solaris	on	SPARC:	Version	8,	9,	10

•	Solaris	on	x64:	Version	10

*  NOTE:  Supported Windows Vista 
Editions are Enterprise, Business and 
Ultimate.

Supported Web browsers

•	 Internet	Explorer	6	and	7	on	 
Windows XP Pro

•	 Internet	Explorer	7	on	Windows	Vista*

•	Firefox	2.0	on	Windows	XP	Pro,	
Windows	Vista*	and	Linux	x86

Midtier required/optional software

•	SAS	client	and	midtier	require	JRE	1.5
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SAS® 9.2 New Key Features (continued)

•	 New	procedures	in	SAS/GRAPH®	that	take	advantage	of	the	ODS	Graphics	framework	to	provide	
the	analytical	user	with	a	concise	and	familiar	syntax	for	creating	basic	plots	of	their	data.

•	 SAS®	Enterprise	Miner™	enhancements:
•	 New	and	improved	variable	selection	algorithms	in	SAS	Enterprise	Miner.
•	 Improved	integration	of	model	scoring	into	enterprise	warehouses.
•	 Better	management	of	large	predictive	modeling	assets.

•	 SAS	Text	Miner	enhancements:
•	 Capitalize	on	the	value	hidden	in	document	collections	with	linguistics	from	Teragram	to	
improve	your	predictive	models.

•	 SAS	Model	Manager	enhancements:
•	 Model	Lifecycle	Template	editor	creates	customized	templates	for	the	model	approval	process.	
•	 PMML	model	import	and	export.	
•	 Integrated	with	the	SAS	Scoring	Accelerator	for	Teradata	to	publish	and	validate	scoring	

functions	inside	the	Teradata	enterprise	data	warehouse.	
•	 SAS	Forecast	Server	enhancements:

•	 New	Scenario	Analyzer	for	testing	what-if	scenarios.
•	 Interface	enhancements	and	full	integration	with	SAS	ODS	Graphics.

•	 Improved	interactive	data	exploration	with	closer	integration	of	SAS	9.2	with	JMP®	8.

Reporting enhancements
•	 Utilization	of	AJAX	in	SAS	Web	Report	Studio	to	provide	more	drag-and-drop	capabilities,		
resizing	of	onscreen	objects,	partial	screen	refresh	and	context-sensitive	menus.

•	 SAS	Add-In	for	Microsoft	Office	uses	the	latest	Microsoft	Office	ribbon	bar	technology	to	group	
similar	items	and	delivers	a	consistent	user	experience.

•	 Simplified	user	interface	for	SAS®	Enterprise	Guide®.	Context-sensitive	menus	and	toolbars	
show	only	the	options	relevant	for	the	task.

•	 Report	linking	to	a	specific	report	section	within	the	same	report.
•	 New	charting	and	graphing	options.
•	 A	common	prompting	framework	that	allows	prefiltering	based	on	data;	for	example,	dynamic	

and	cascading	prompts	(relational	only)	and	information	map	filters	and	prompts	for	OLAP.
•	 Wizard-driven	report	creation	within	Microsoft	Office	tools	removes	the	need	for	novice	users	
to	learn	SAS	procedures	to	create	summarized	list	reports.

•	 New	Adobe	Flash-based	indicators	deliver	a	quick	look	at	the	data	and	greater	interactivity.	
•	 Initial	integration	with	third-party	portals.	Rendering	of	SAS	Stored	Processes	and	BI	dash-
boards	in	Microsoft	SharePoint.	Support	for	JSR	168	compliance	so	the	BI	dashboard	portlet	
can	be	integrated	with	Web	portals	(initial	support	for	Oracle	WebLogic).

OLAP storage improvements
•	 Incremental	cube	updating	for	new	data	and	new	members.
•	 Ability	for	users	to	set	OLAP	query	time-out	option.

Installation and configuration improvements
•	 Streamlined	deployment	and	configuration	with	electronic	software	delivery.
•	 Silent	installation	framework.
•	 New	SAS	Deployment	Wizard.
•	 Extended	enterprise-class	security	practices.
•	 Broader	insights	into	SAS	environment	usage	with	SAS	Management	Console	enhancements.


