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ABSTRACT  
  
SAS® I/O processing (the reading and writing of SAS data files – data sets, catalogs, index files, and so on) is done 
by default via the UNIX or Windows operating system’s file cache.  When accessing SAS data files in the multi-
gigabyte range, over-all system I/O throughput can be negatively affected.  One method that might avoid such an I/O 
bottleneck is to avoid the operating system’s file cache by using the SGIO SAS parameter (that was introduced with 
SAS® 8) or the new DIO SAS parameter (that has been added to SAS® 9.2 on several UNIX platforms).   
  
This paper will discuss when the use of SGIO and DIO is appropriate and how to specify and tune the two capabilities. 
In addition, the paper will present examples of potential system I/O throughput improvement, which can be very 
significant. 
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